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Hantlhng Abuse Allegations

WALKING THREOUGH A MALL, GEOCERY SHOPTING, GOING TO CHURCH OR DROPPING YOUR CHILD OFF

AT DAY CARE QR SCHOOL CAREL UNEVENMTEUL SITUATIONS FOR MOST PARENTS. HOWEVER,
FARENTS OF CHILDREN WITH HENOPHILLY ALAY DISCOVER THAT WHEN THEIR CHILD HAS VISHGLL
BRUISING, MEETING PEOPLE AT THLSL EVENTS CAN GUICKLY BECOME SOME OF THE MOST DIFFICULT
MOMENTS OF FARERTING, EH THE LAST 300 YEARS WE HANE ALL BECOME MUUH MOBRE AWARE OF

CHILD ABUSE ANT OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO CHILDREN WHC MAY BE THE VICTIMS OF SUCH CRUELTIES.
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Perlice, physiciamns, medical person-
nel, clergy, teachers and dayv-cace cen-
ter stafl are all mandated by criminal
lasw to report suspected child abuse and
neglece, Thus, they do not have 1o have
conclusive cvidenoe in erder 1o report,
Onher citizens, though, are now much
more awenre of the problem beoanse of
tefevisian and other forms of mass
meddin andd, consequiently, Tepaor] mone
Frauenily tham i ile past. When par-
el of a chuld witls Bemvophilia engage
i activities with their child who i
birugsed, thiere is a posstbility that they
swbll B peeported lor child aluise

San whan cin a parent ol o chidld wicy
Iremopdilia dooe prevent reporns or con-
vince child protection that noe abuse is
invarlvesd onrce i et is ronde? The pood
nevs is hal there is muoch that can be
cone. The following acrenym can help
parents remembser what they con deo:

B reak up,

D A EraRE youssall by carrying a leticr
frorm a hermophilia treatment oenlcr
(EITC)

BDL!EﬁTE et hees about hismaophilii,
D cerT 1ag.
ﬂ MOWLEDGE about hemoplilia,

'mHDE RETAMD tlsal others are teying
o help pour ehild.

ﬂ AUSE andd breatle.

Speak . The bes) toal 5 com-
mmnnecaticas. B is onepsartamnl b lell day-
cane certlér =Gl feacle s, elergy, med-
il prersonees] and ciber profesionals
alwng e chuileds disease, An HTC can
Dl grarends weith this vask by sencd-
ing litecatune, suchoas the pamplileg
pubsliskual by MHE eotided fefaefred
i':I!:r.l:r.l'Iﬂy Diiverrefors aeedd Clidld ADuse
fevestigations {Jolnson & Cheisue,
V). Do alediniom, leacning how o
cabmby wndl direcely addvess o peeson
wha might be staring ata brise is
imaly the most effective method o
prevent aceport. Simply say, Thy
child has ||.|,:1'||np|ﬁ]ir|. It a5 Bleeel-
ing disorder, 5o hefshe bruises eas-
ily.” This can bervery helpful in two
wilys. First, it gi'l.r-u.-:- thue prerEcH
ROITIE WETY im|'||:rrl.'|:|:l intormation
abeont the cawse ob the IJL'I:IiSiIIH.
Sewoncd, whien parents speak naaiier-
:_:f-’r:-:u_'l;[y abiout a cheild's tI.'IE':III.'I:IF,I.II'Iliﬂ.
the child will leion that pareons are
abile b spesad v Tor oo, aoad B seraes
as a model Tor the child.

Prepare by carrying a letter
From your HTC. Ask tla: BT 100
write a letter that gives the child's
diagnosis anc states that hefshe many
easily hruise along with the HTC's
eamtact information. Farents should
carry This letter with them at all fimes,
This decument iz very substantial
evidemer al the child's conditinn amd
is particularly usetul when going fo
an emergency soom whese the g

-

| TVMYWAN | £ 10%S) L 104



| WAFSJUNE 2002

WEM AW ARE

B childd i non known, when e child
enters day care or school o i a child pro-
feciion worker contiacts the parents,
Educate othors about homo-
philia. Since hemophilia is swchoa race
illness, few people hove a true wnder
standimg of i1 Therefore, ome af the most
important roles a parent of o child with
hernopiilia has is to cducate others aboul
hamaophilin: This can be & very helptul
way Lo prevent [napprapeiate refierrals
ter child protection, Parenls will have to
b aihiles 80 expalain the child’s diseasc 1o
family, [riends, other parents, the child's
plavanates, day-care cemer stall, feach-
ers and even some medical pm]'u&s:mu-
als. The plysicians, murses and social
wiorkiers it an HTC are the vt wlo will
cducate parents ahout the child’s heeee-
philie amd they are consistently available
Leraaswer any questlons. Anather excel-
Fennt resouree s a recent publication ly
the Conters for Maease Contrel and
Prevention enlitled Sesic Concepis of
Feniaphitin: A Self-smmny and Plasring
Workheal: oo Faemalies with o New
Tngnoas of Hemopdelio (Botler, Crudiler,
Baske, & Taal, 2ean ) This book allows par-
enls to Juave a wellben resoascce alool
beamaprlailion el ir aleo Bas wosades ful
aiilonmation abasil pacenting a clibd seith
brernogahibia, Thee aaurse aimd =ocial wosker
al the HIC cancalsar Dl edueane day-care
center s1all amed weackiers by visiting U
weith the parenis fwhen necessary o
deseribe the child’s hemophilie @nd
welwind cian b exprected. Howeyer, swhiat do
prarents o when they have 1o adocan
meelieenl |'|:|r|ﬁ.-.I.';zi-l‘:lr'l.']l.‘-r -I'!HI'H!EHI“].' whaen
l]ll"':,l' Fuirve 143 Aok Lo i emeTgendy LTI E
Flysicians and nurses in emengeney
pottes o ol often have exposure o chil-

tlris with. henwaphilia, so 0 s very impor-

tienab for prareents 1o D abibe to explain deei
chiled's dissase, An excelbent ool e help
FTREHES wel s visil ilm CIR RIS ST IR A R E
i thi gllil:t-e: u.l:ri11-e!||.|:r:.r 1laie Mursing G
nl i'[l;:llL|:||'E||:| ilia F'.uEinll L | ujﬂi.lh:lii.
Enmryrnr.}r p;u'r_:_ll'-w J'JuIr'J:'rrJ's witde frerrran-
pleilicr: Ancmstrvctionel wereal for enesd
deerd pregfessioeneds (| zod Edivion|= [Wal
Fappa, & Womack, 1gog[). This guile is
availihle at every I in gl Tnied
Srates aned Cancedn. HTOS e disrils-
uted copies to loeal emergeney dieparl-
ments that care for persons sith hemo-
prhilia. e swire Bo bring a |:|.1r|:|'|.: along at
=il EOIEEEEICY FOOTE wisil to assislon
J:i,lm:.'tring thes EIE =1akd.

Alert Lapl. ['.tll:ilig surres Hlaad the ol
wisiirs o MleclicAdiere™ Lty anciery |:L'|'|.I 1% CHEE
ol thee Bst winys tor prisvent o ceport. Ly
alierts peapsle 1o thae et it thee chilid laas
i rmedical comaditicoas, swoacl e gleis is sl
ficient 1o ward off a ik,

- Enqwlnﬂgn ahout hnmuF]ﬁun.
Tl]l: TCHTE: pancnits knowy alwazt hese cduilid's
disease, the more expert they berome,
Parcnts ';.\'ill b aibile ke apick ly explain r'i1|,"ir
child'=s conditinn wath confickeaes, Thore
are severnl sources of infarmatian abua
hcmn-phili.'l thad e avaalnkble l‘l‘lTI'_II_IE‘lI an
W, MELF s HANID ([Boo] gz HEANIH or
handigghemophilizocg) and Web sites Qe
specifically adolress hemophili (listed at
thi cnck el Lhis article),

Fnderstamd that others are try-
ing [} hn-lp the cluld. Ew;r:,r yerar chal-
dren in our SOy pErow in imporiance.
Consigder that it s only recently than e
has been open ackmowledgement That
children were abused and neglected. In
the 1g7es the first child protection report
bng laws were written. Eeeping this in
mind might shift a parent's viewpssing,
If parents are in the position of having
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Parents should

been reported for child abuse, EEEEN_ tl]E El!|]5|]EII"[ ﬂf 1o say it is always helpful in dilfi

|_||1_-'=,' willl b minre able 160 give

cilt sltwatinns, Breathing also

the investigaior the informiation EHHHEEE. pﬂ;rE"l‘El AT e SR TR

hefshe needs toinvalidate e

report. The informetion the Ei"ld['ﬂﬂl f['lﬂ]]ﬂﬁ

investigator will neeil is aclen

atatement from the parents that EI]”Ei]ﬂEEE i E[Fi[‘iiuﬂ|

thedr chikel s |'|4_'|:||||_'||:-IﬁIE:| ancl
medical documentation of the
rhild’s eondition. Parents might

oxyren il needs when rder stress.
*ageiiis iy e tn |1:r.:|r!|i1'4- this
severil limes until they are able tn

givee the informatinn requested.

Hﬂ'lIE[H'E Hﬂ'ﬂﬂg Courage and cncouragement need

e L I_Il:'l_"b-l_'lﬂ in oecler Ees !:I:II'!!“!H

o e T
b askeed B0 sign o release o el Eu-lli]m 1'|TH l]E[l]]IE A Ll{:lr L e DAl

ical information or give per
mniszion for the physician from
chitld protection te cxaminge the
clabld,

Paremt= might think, “Why
womilil that dector need 1o see my
clagld?” The physleian Teom child
proclectiog by wn expert fnthi i
ol chuildabuse and neglect, Sometines
children with hemophilia an: physically
abrised or neglectsd, o even iF you Gan
explain bruising as the result of hemo
plaklin. thes physician will look a1 1he
aiiizes 10 ensuee that they wars nol
inflicted through abuse, Broises from
albuse aften have the shape of the ehjec
that weas used to abuse the child (x bely,
wxtension cord, Tairhrush, e, hat iron
ar carlivg inoeg ete), Aadditionally, the chibd
prootection plaealcian will look for signs
ol neglecr, sueh as malnudrition, poor
vgierie, are, While cooperating with child
paedec Lo, paeiets may leel the need to
have tlwdr own attorney prosent il it
Lecommes appacent that the investigation
ervg e o Beyaind the fnktial contact? Lgal
cownsel s a chght teat can help pacests
fowzuis i howe best e presem iheic cise
il o conen Becomes involved,

Pause and breathe:® Toking a
erviannte Ao rellect onowhiat to say andd oy

By adopring this e of bizliwweiar,

"TEEEM mi!l IEESE" thE parents teach children theough

example. Additionally, parents

humg;" ﬂﬂd ui‘rg |]EFE[I’ES should accept the support of

spouises, parents, children, fricmls,

grﬂﬂtﬂr mﬁmht colleagues and spiritual advisors.

Having supportive people present
weill lessoen (he Borden and give par
cils greater msight into how 1o
COpRE.

[ comnclusion, the acromym SPESAK TIP
can b a ool (o help pagents remember all
the: tesouices they liave available cegarding
prossilile allepations el child abasse, The maosl
itnpoctant ol tlese esources, ol cosrse, is
the albsilivy ol paronts and eliildren e speak
ujp alaoaet |:l1.u!|l|.l[.r||:|i|:l. |__:_|
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T Aaged, 15 Ihe change: Child abuss Hemaimg
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