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he disapproving Inoks many parents of children with bleeding diserders have 1o bear

from people on the street makes a sense ol bumor and a calm disposition essentlal
conmnedities, Stephande.” a young mother of lwo Boys with hemophilia from August, Geergl,
is wstmlly very pood at ignoeing the starcs she receives when It s sumimer and her son's brulsed
arms are on prominent display. Onee inoa rore while, though, she leels the need 1o respondd.
When one pacticularly neeful woman asked quite Bluntly, “What's wrong with your son?”

she leaned in close and nonchalantly said, “Oh, he was just being bad 5o 1 threw him down”
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Un one partboalar sumaner day theaggh, sarcasm was rer-
tinly mel o opler when an eight=month  prepgnand
Srephanse was shepping at Wal-Mart with her young son
for supplies for his bohday party, which wis the pext day
Fler son was I his baby carrlape wearing shorts and a nk
top Accerding e Stephanke, “OF course e was coverad in
bralses. He's one year old, he just staced walking and he
hias severe Botor [X deflcioncy hemophilia” She paid for
ler meerchandise and was sropped abthe exit by o Wal-Mart
sty guard. Without explanation,
Sapphanie was told that she was being
bield aned ehat she moss wak far the palice
- arriye "So 1 owaited fora minne,”
Sregiande sald, “but then § really gof mad,
The security guard procecded o tell me
ieal somseoiss reported seedng abuse”

Althis podnl, Stephanie did whar she
s il 1o o by Bier hemoplailia treat-
medl cemier dociors and nurses in case
ol snch an occurrence: show the aocus-
L akrty 2 cogee of 4 beater oas her dioc-
o explaining ber son's  conditlon
Beeliimeing thar by doing this she would
hie albend o ledve, she prodaced the
lemtes. This was 10 no avabl, though,
hiecaase the seorny s woald not
even gl it the doonnene When the
polive arcived, Sepluanle thoight thal
upee secing the Temer, they wonld polincky
apalagize for the fnconventenes amd she would be hame
e dime, [nstead, she claims, °T went 1o show the police
officer the letter and he wouldn't look ot it eitler. e then
afteanpated v put handoals car me. He sald they were gaing
by ok may soa b ik lack of e store until a soclal worker
ged there and [sail 'MNo, you've wwod” The officer safd, e
virn refusing?’ aned | said, "Yes, | am”

Bifore thire was g melee, the soclal worker arelved in
thi= mick ol timea 1o intervene and seiere a bt of sa0Elty o
thie siteation. *1 showed the social workes my document,
il sl e 10 ihe separicy goard and sald. *Waan, why
et vt look anthis? This is what she's supposed to carny
with her o show peaple like you who are making accu-
satbans ol Al Tl socurfny gased sl e she was always

OF FALSE ACCUSATIONS

raghit o simiphy caldl the authorsiies, Tlee social worker
then askes] the police officer, You wers going o
Banden s an her? For wlal reason® The police sald
that Ty fudt that sinee 1hie child loeked abized, dat
wps whit ey nesded e da”

Tt sovcial worker procesded woask i anyone
invalved hacl seen Stephanis abuse hee son. All par-
tles saiel that gthey Bados The soecial worker was
astoundied L can’t believe nooe of you oked o ihis
dacument thi natler s careving,”
the sincial woa ke said, " Thar's vour
jihy, [owonld b different seery
il this waran had na ddentifica-
ticar s 1o why her child has all
thesee hiraisng, Tan she did ™ At ihis
|'||:-ir||_ the |;|n|i-:'ve"' W VT OO
cermd abonl the possible Lepal
actiens Sephanie might take and
thew emphativally askesd e net o
File o Lawsarik

Wal-Mart bas never issued a
formal *1F"-:'I'-:'-"'~'!" far the aclions of
ttir security prared il day, and
althnegh shes B’ pives g slsop-
pingy at Wal-Mart, Stephanie has
given up on shopping at st guic-
teukar stons Even when she was
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vimclicated by this social worker,
Sll,'-]r!|,| nie seifl G likee g crimimal.
Judging from the respanses of all invebed, " Wien
it was all over, they still looked a0 me as il they did-
it Believe me.” she clabms, There have been somie oeher
changes since this event, such as the infraduction of
medical idenification braceles for ber sons and o mea-
found understanding of would -be aeoesers. ™Yo pet
really tired of people Inoking at you like you're an
abuser, but now that 'm older and 1 ehink aloan i
i1 & way U's goed that people keak at parents who hive
chillren whe are badsed, There aren’t moany chibidnen
with hemophila out tere, and it's good that people
are concecned and wonder il a child is being abused
or not” (%)

* Last mame mwrk el dor reasones of gonifidemniatsy,
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